
 

The past several days have seen heightened tensions in cities and communities across 
our country. Against the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic that has claimed the lives 
of over 100,000 Americans and caused personal and economic strain for millions of 
others, these recent events have compelled us to speak, collectively and from the heart. 
 

Recent incidents involving violent and lethal confrontations have shone a light on the 
pain, struggles, and injustice that have afflicted our society for generations. While the 
reactions to these events have been varied, the emotions they have unleashed are real.  
As leaders in this community, which we love and call home, we are calling upon each of 
us to use this moment as an opportunity for reflection, healing, and progress.  
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. famously said that "true peace is not merely the absence of 
tension, but the presence of justice." During this time of year, as we celebrate our 
students’ accomplishments and fill them with optimism about their ability to effect 
positive change in the world, we are well served to remember these words. The struggle 
for justice on behalf of all people, including historically marginalized communities, is one 
in which we all have a role to play. As a district, we are committed to the goals of 
diversity, inclusion, justice and equality. And we seek to empower our students to 
ensure that these goals are available to all.  
 

We support all those who exercise their right as Americans to confront injustice as we 
work to build a better future. We urge our community to participate in this process in a 
manner that embraces our diversity in a safe and respectful way while elevating our 
common humanity. 
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